
WITH YOUR 
SUPPORT 
WE SERVED:

4,345 
NEWCOMERS

FROM

51
COUNTRIES, 
INCLUDING:

{ AFGHANISTAN

{ BURMA

{ D.R. CONGO

{ SYRIA

{ UKRAINE

{ AND MORE

THANKS TO ALL OUR DONORS AND PARTNERS!
WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR EVERY GIFT, INCLUDING THOSE TOO NUMEROUS TO LIST ON THIS PAGE –

WE RECEIVED MORE THAN 3,700 GIFTS IN FY23, EACH OF WHICH MADE A TRUE DIFFERENCE.

CREATING OPPORTUNITY FOR REFUGEES FLEEING WAR,
TERROR, AND PERSECUTION TO BUILD NEW LIVES

OF SAFETY, DIGNITY, AND SELF-RELIANCE.

ANNUAL REPORT FISCAL YEAR 2023



The past year at RefugeeOne held 
incredible new achievements, despite 

the challenges that come with rapid growth. Your generosity made it possible.

We have now served an astounding 4,800+ Ukrainians seeking safety from war. This 
is alongside the rising number of refugee arrivals from around the globe and the 
dramatic expansion of our legal services team.

Even with the difficulty of finding affordable housing in Chicago, we ensured every 
new arrival had a welcoming place to call their own. Support from people like you 
helped cover newcomers’ rent while they found their footing: learning English, enrolling 
their children in school, finding their first job, and understanding life in a new country.

Through the dedicated work of our staff and volunteers – as well as valuable 
partnerships with employers, landlords, teachers, co-sponsors, donors, and others – 
we have seen lives transformed. Together, we celebrate the milestones refugees 
reached as they began providing for their families, working toward their goals, 
and becoming integral contributors to our community.

On behalf of the entire RefugeeOne team and the 
courageous newcomers we are privileged to serve, 
thank you for helping make these stories possible.

LOOK HOW YOU’VE HELPED REFUGEES SUCCEED!

Dear Friends,

693
RECEIVED 
LEGAL 
SUPPORT... 

INCLUDING 

76
ASYLUM 
APPLICANTS

Melineh Kano, Executive Director
Armenian refugee from Iran 
Resettled by RefugeeOne in 1984

420
COMPLETED 
ENGLISH
CLASSES

371
FOUND JOBS
OR JOB 
UPGRADES

202
BENEFITED 
FROM 
THERAPY

1,338
VOLUNTEERS 
ENGAGED

117 
FREE 
DENTAL 
VISITS

521
YOUTH 
SUPPORTED &
EMPOWERED

113
BECAME
NEW 
CITIZENS

{



Nazar was awoken from his sleep by 
the cry of air raid sirens. He and his wife 
Natalia came to the same terrible 
realization: war had come to Ukraine. 
Soon, they realized there was no finding 
safety from the bombs falling across 
the country. The couple, with their 
three children and Nazar’s parents, 
fled first to Poland, then found a new 
home here in Chicagoland.

When RefugeeOne welcomed his 
family, Nazar, a civil engineer, made 
it clear that his number one goal was 
to find work. With help from our 
employment program to craft a resume 
and make connections, he secured a 
steady job with benefits. RefugeeOne 
helped enroll his children in school and 
introduced a volunteer mentor to help 
his parents practice English at home.

Natalia, now feeling settled, says, 
“We were so worried about how we 
would get all we needed to live here. 
But when we arrived, it was all 
provided by RefugeeOne.”

Emerging from the conflict in Syria, 
Fawaz stood strong as he sought a 
brighter future for his family. A devoted 
father of three, he faced unimaginable 
challenges escaping a civil war to 
find safety for his family, including 
his disabled eldest daughter, Jana. 
The opportunity to rebuild their lives 
in Chicago changed their trajectory.

RefugeeOne warmly welcomed the 
family with a co-sponsorship team 
who would walk alongside them as 
they adjusted to life here. We enrolled 
all three children in school, and 
connected Jana with various medical 
and behavioral resources. This support 
allowed the rest of the family to pursue 
their own goals – Fawaz finding a job, 
his wife Alaa attending English class, 
and their other kids attending our 
After-School Program. 

Reflecting on his journey to Chicago, 
Fawaz says, “Things are hard, but 
what makes me strong is my 
responsibility towards my family, 
especially Jana. She’s my biggest 
motivation.”

GET INVOLVED!

DONATE | VOLUNTEER
CO-SPONSOR | ADVOCATE
HIRE A REFUGEE

Visit refugeeone.org to learn how 
you can help refugees feel at home!

SYRIA UKRAINEFawaz Nazar 



6008 North California Avenue | Chicago, IL 60659 | 773-989-5647 | info@refugeeone.org | refugeeone.org
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TOP FIVE EMPLOYER PARTNERS

$250,000 and Above 
The John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation

$100,000 to $249,999 
Anonymous
The Coleman Foundation
Kenilworth Union Church

$75,000 to $99,999 
Rivers Casino
Walder Foundation

$50,000 to $74,999 
Anonymous
Illinois Children’s Healthcare 

Foundation
Janine and Edward Biskind
John W. Parmelee Trust

$50,000 to $74,999 (cont.) 
Paul M. Angell Family 

Foundation
Reid and Lindsay Bolton
Steve and Maureen Meyer 

Charitable Fund
Crown Family Philanthropies
The Eunice and Joshua J. 

Stone Foundation 
(Drew & Carol DePaul)

The Joyce Foundation
VNA Foundation

$20,000 to $49,999 
The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund
The ARVD Foundation 

(Susan Dolan)
Baskin Family Foundation
The Benevity Community 

Impact Fund

$20,000 to $49,999 (cont.) 
The Blowitz-Ridgeway 

Foundation
Jenn Borrell & Jay Virchow
Caerus Foundation, Inc.
David and Rebecca Carlins
The Chicago Community 

Foundation
Chicago Foundation 

for Women
The Christopher Family 

Foundation
Colonel Stanley R. McNeil 

Foundation, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee

Craig Endicott
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Patty and Bob Lane

$20,000 to $49,999 (cont.) 
Maurice R. and Meta G. Gross 

Foundation, John D. 
Marshall and Bank of 
America, N.A., Co-Trustees

Murray and Diana Johnson 
Charitable Fund

North Shore Exchange
Patrick and Anna M. 

Cudahy Fund
Peerless Network 

(John Barnicle)
Phoebe R. and John D. 

Lewis Foundation 
(John and Thekla Metz)

Ralph and Denise Ryan
Kay Schichtel and 

Barry Lesht

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Tom Mitchell
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Secretary
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Sonia Bobra
Anne Brody
Nathan Brown
Rebecca Carlins
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Diana Fulaza 
Julie Grafe
Catherine Guthrie

Dr. Gary Kaufman
Evan Moilan
Bradley Schmarak
Kruti Parikh Shah
Ilya Sheyman
Steve Varick
Felice Weinberg Nelson
Hartwig Zakin

AUDITED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES: JULY 1, 2022 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2023

This summary excludes capital campaign gifts.

 SOURCE OF FUNDS  
 54% | Government $5,302,386
 24% | Foundations & Corporations 2,353,103
 12% | Individuals 1,185,931
 3% | Religious Organizations 274,852
 2% | Other Income 162,785
 <1% | Client Fees 13,125
 5% | Capital Campaign 512,345
     
   TOTAL $9,804,527 

USE OF FUNDS  
 84% | Program Services $7,160,292
 10% | Management and General 873,683
 5% | Fundraising 442,270
     
   TOTAL $8,476,245

Full financials are available upon request by contacting our office.  |  $1.3M surplus includes 
purpose/time-restricted funds including for capital campaign. Unrestricted surplus will be used to 
extend services to an increasing number refugees arriving in FY24 and reduce debt on new headquarters.


