
ANNUAL REPORT FISCAL YEAR 2019

 Thank You
     for making Chicago
  the #1 most welcoming city
   in the U.S. for refugees
     and immigrants!

WE WARMLY THANK ALL OUR DONORS AND PARTNERS.
A COMPLETE LIST OF DONORS CAN BE FOUND AT REFUGEEONE.ORG/ANNUAL-REPORTS.

CREATING OPPORTUNITY FOR REFUGEES FLEEING WAR,
TERROR, AND PERSECUTION TO BUILD NEW LIVES

OF SAFETY, DIGNITY, AND SELF-RELIANCE.



This year, Chicago was named the most welcoming city in the U.S.* 

This wouldn’t be possible without people like you, dedicated to helping our new 
neighbors succeed. And your gifts to RefugeeOne do more than just welcome 
refugees—you’re creating opportunities for years to come. 

This year, we expanded our services and widened the circle of clients we serve. That 
means we’re able to help asylees like Marguerite, who entered the country in search of 
asylum, while continuing to help refugees like Michael take advantage of opportunities 
now available to them.

Of course, the past year was not one without challenges. Early in 2019, when the lease 
on our office of 34 years was not renewed, we started the search for a new home. Much 
like always, we’re using this opportunity to improve our operations and strengthen our 
long-term financial stability. Stay tuned for more information in the year to come. 

Thank you for standing with refugees. Together, we can ensure Chicago lives up to 
its reputation of being a place where refugees are truly welcome.  

With thanks,

Melineh Kano,
Executive Director
Resettled by
RefugeeOne in 1984

LOOK WHAT WE’VE DONE TOGETHER!
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*USA Today 11/13/2019.



Marguerite† and her four children were 
victims of gang violence in Latin 
America before coming to Chicago. 
After she and her two youngest children 
were granted asylum in the U.S., 
Marguerite’s two teenage sons soon 
joined them. As a result of the violence 
they witnessed, one of her sons 
suffered from severe PTSD, making it 
impossible for Marguerite to maintain 
full-time work.

Thanks to the generosity of friends like 
you, we’ve helped Marguerite’s family 
find low-cost legal assistance to process 
her older children’s asylum claims and 
secure green cards for the whole family. 
We’re providing them with therapeutic 
and psychiatric care and we matched 
Marguerite with a wonderful mentor who 
visits her weekly. We also helped secure 
monthly public benefits, food stamps, 
and short-term help with utility bills.

Now, Marguerite doesn’t have to worry 
about rent for the next few months or 
how she’ll come up with money to pay 
the immigration fees. With her son 
receiving the care he needs, we can 
help Marguerite pursue her own dream 
of becoming a social worker.

Marguerite

Michael and his teenage son are Iranian 
refugees who RefugeeOne welcomed 
in 2016. Michael soon started working 
at a downtown hotel, where he focused 
on improving his English skills. After 
only 8 months, Michael saved enough 
to purchase a car and began driving for 
Uber for the next 2 years. Meanwhile, 
he volunteered at RefugeeOne as an 
interpreter, helping welcome other 
newcomers to Chicago. 

During our regular check-in with clients, 
Michael told us he was thinking about 
leaving Chicago for a more affordable 
place to live. We met with Michael and 
talked through the advantages of 
staying in Chicago, especially for his 
son’s education. With our help, Michael 
revamped his resume and began 
applying for higher-paying jobs with 
benefits. 

In time, his persistence paid off. He was 
hired at Staples’ production facility 
making $16 an hour with health 
insurance, sick leave and paid vacation 
time. Michael attributes our 
conversation as the encouragement he 
needed to obtain a better job and 
motivation to resume his job search.

Michael

DONATE | VOLUNTEER | CO-SPONSOR
HIRE A REFUGEE | ADVOCATE

GET INVOLVED!
VISIT REFUGEEONE.ORG TO LEARN HOW YOU
CAN HELP REFUGEES FEEL AT HOME!

†Name and photo changed.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
As of June 2019

Bob Dunn
President

Nathan Brown
Vice President

Allan Allweiss
Treasurer

Oi S. Eng-Crandus
Secretary

Laura Price Coplan
Rebecca Carlins
Steven Dyme
Jay Gratz
Catherine Guthrie
Elias Kasongo
Debbie Kobak-Nielsen 
Clare Kralovec
Douglas Meyer
Maureen (Mo) Meyer
Thomas Mitchell
Bob Nichol
Steven Pairolero
Scott D. Pollock
Bradley S. Schmarak
Felice Weinberg Nelson

WE WARMLY THANK ALL OUR DONORS AND PARTNERS.
A COMPLETE LIST OF DONORS CAN BE FOUND AT REFUGEEONE.ORG/ANNUAL-REPORTS.

DONORS

TOP FIVE EMPLOYER PARTNERS

*Gift given at least in part through charitable foundation, trust, etc.

$50,000 and Above 
Chicago Community Trust

(Illinois Immigration Funder 
Collaborative) (Unity Fund)

John W. Parmelee Trust
Paul M. Angell Family 

Foundation
The Polk Bros. Foundation
VNA Foundation

$30,000 to $49,999 
Baskin Family Foundation
Bright Promises Foundation
David & Rebecca Carlins
McCormick Foundation 

Communities Matching 
Fund, a McCormick 
Foundation fund

Elizabeth Morse Genius 
Charitable Trust

Full Circle Family Foundation 
(Terrance & Virginia Holt)

$30,000 to $49,999 (cont.) 
Maurice R. and Meta G. Gross 

Foundation, John D. 
Marshall and Bank of 
America, N.A., Co-Trustees 

$20,000 to $29,999 
Anonymous
The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund 
Colonel Stanley R. McNeil 

Foundation, Bank of 
America, N.A., Trustee 

Conant Family Foundation
The Eunice and Joshua J. 

Stone Foundation 
(Carol & Drew DePaul)

First Congregational Church, 
Western Springs 

Higher Path Foundation 
(Thomas Holmberg, Jr.) 

Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Lutheran Immigration and 

Refugee Service

$20,000 to $29,999 (cont.) 
Murray and Diana Johnson 

Charitable Fund
Steve and Maureen Meyer 

Charitable Fund

$10,000 – $19,999 
Anonymous*
Abreu Shepard Family Fund 

(Luke Shepard & Nicole 
Abreu Shepard)

The Albert and Anne 
Mansfield Foundation

Barry Alberts
The Benevity Community 

Impact Fund
The Blowitz-Ridgeway 

Foundation
Jake Braun & 

Jena Sleboda Braun
Nathan & Barb Brown
Chicago Foundation for 

Women (General Fund)
Robert & Kelley Dunn

AUDITED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES:
JULY 1, 2018 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2019

SOURCE OF FUNDS  
 47% | Government $1,607,556 
 26% | Foundations and Corporations 895,009 
 22% | Individuals 757,055 
 3% | Religious Organizations 112,082 
 1.5% | Client Fees 47,075 
 .5% | Other Income  14,699      
   TOTAL $3,433,476 

USE OF FUNDS  
 80% | Program Services $2,362,116 
 10% | Management and General 308,488 
 10% | Fundraising 282,473      
   TOTAL $2,953,077 

4753 North Broadway, Suite 401 | Chicago, IL 60640 | 773-989-5647 | info@refugeeone.org | refugeeone.org

The Board of Directors allocated $500,000 of unrestricted 
surplus toward the purchase and renovation of our future 
home. Full financials are available upon request by 
contacting our office. 

$10,000 – $19,999 (cont.) 
John & Barbara Dunn
Sean Germaine
Goose Island Beer Co.
Justin Hammond & 

Sarah Vogel
Jerome H. Stone Family 

Foundation (Cynthia Stone 
Raskin)

Kenilworth Union Church
Ron Kok-Alblas & Kim Morton
Perry McKay
North Shore Congregation 

Israel, Glencoe 
Northern Trust Charitable 

Program at the Chicago 
Community Foundation

Reed Smith LLP
Alex Reeve
John & Jeanne Rowe
The William and Laurie 

Conroy Fund
Wind Point Partners*
Winston & Strawn

Resource Employment
SolutionsThe Bruss Company


